Discussion:

As Islam was a new religion there were no architectural traditions to be

followed. Identify 3 of the areas conguered by Islam and what
architectural/design elements were adopted from those cultures and incorporated
into Islamic architecture.

The Islamic people conquered many territories and used their architectural and design
elements. These combined techniques and forms accumulated into what we see now as
Islamic design. These designs were formerly attributed to other regions, but the
culmination of the mixture of these designs are pronounced Islamic.

1. Luster- glaze from lItaly. Originally a Italian technique, this mineral based glaze
could be applied over ceramic pieces to make them have an "Iridescent finish". *

Italy, Deruta (Umbria). Dish, c. 1520-25, earthenware with lustre glaze, 40 cm (Legion of
Honor, Gift of Jakob Goldschmidt; museum photo»?



2. Persia- Ogee Arch. This arch is extremely layered and ornate. It has a stepping
sensation that gives dimension and depth to an the arch. It can be used as a doorway
or for a window exterior.
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Beverley Minster in Yorkshire, England. Wikimedia Commons.3



3. Geometric Patterns from the Egyptians. Geometric patterns are used heavily
throughout the Islamic design choices. This was used in combination with calligraphy
and other representative images to "represent Allah's infinite nature”. «Though they
used many geometric patterns from the Egyptians, they did adapt the star to their own
format, giving it 8 points (or sometimes 7 or 11 points). However, there is no doubt that
the geometric design was an Egyptian design first.

Hexagonal Tile Ensemble with Sphinx s¢
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